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GENERAL INFORMATION AND PROCEDURE FOR REGISTRATION IN GEOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION SCIENCE (GISc).
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1 Introduction

These notes provide details on HOW to apply for registration in Geographical Information Science and WHAT happens once an application has been lodged.  Candidates can also obtain advice and assistance from the office of the statutory/professional body i.e. PLATO and or recognised geomatics institutes such as for example GISSA.
Registration in Geographical Information Science (GISc), excluding at Candidate level, requires a certified schedule of post-qualification work integrated learning (WIL) completed under the supervision of an approved mentor. The schedule must be presented in the prescribed format and is to be submitted together with certified copies of all academic qualifications with transcripts bundled as a portfolio of evidence to confirm compliance with the relevant registration requirements.  The importance of maintaining a continuous logbook/diary of ALL work activities cannot be over emphasised.

A non-refundable application fee approved by the statutory/professional body to cover the cost of examinations, interviews and assessment of the portfolio of evidence submitted must be included with the application.    

2 Candidate Geographical information Science TECHNICIAN/TECHNOLOGIST/PROFESSIONAL Practitioner
2.1 General

There are no post matriculation academic or technical requirements for registration as a Candidate in any one of the GISc categories.

 It is a normal requirement of a Candidate to register with the statutory/professional body when commencing studies at an institution of higher education. A Candidate may register with the statutory/professional body after having obtained an approved academic qualification and while undergoing WIL under the supervision of an approved mentor.

The statutory/professional body must approve the academic programme if not already accredited including all future employers or mentors who will assume the responsibility to provide the Candidate with suitable WIL that will meet the minimum registration requirements.

2.2 Requirements 
The relevant application form must be completed and certified by a Commissioner of Oaths / Justice of Peace.

The applicant must include for approval with the application form the name of the higher education institution where accepted to study and a copy of the academic programme that lead to the final qualification. In the case where the institution and academic programme has not been accredited by the statutory body, the copy of the academic programme must contain the subject or study areas, modules and courses as well as a transcript of each module that lead to an appropriate qualification with exit levels for registration in one of the following categories: GISc Technician, GISc Technologist or Professional GISc Practitioner. 
2.3 Procedure

The application form and the name of the tertiary institution including courses leading towards the final qualification must be submitted to the Office of the Registrar of the statutory/professional body with the prescribed registration fee.

The Registrar will notify the candidate if the application has been approved and if approved the date of registration as a Candidate.
If the application is not approved, it will be returned to the applicant with recommendations. After all the recommendations have been complied with, the applicant may re-apply for registration within six months after the application has been returned and no further application fee will be required. 

3 GISc Practitioner
3.1 General

It is a normal requirement of a Candidate GISc person to register with the statutory body when commencing studies at an institution of higher education.
After obtaining a recognised qualification or a qualification deemed suitable for registration, if not already registered, a person must still register as a Candidate while completing the period of WIL prescribed under the personal supervision of an approved mentor or while awaiting the results of the qualification, and or WIL submitted for assessment. 

In instances where the qualification, WIL and mentor have not been pre-approved the scrutinizing process may involve an oral or written examination and or an assignment to be successfully completed. 

Once a Candidate has met all the requirements in terms of qualification, WIL and is deemed competent, the Candidate will be approved to commence with the next stage of registration which is the passing of the examination covering relevant legislation prescribed for the category of registration that the Candidate has applied for. Note that a separate examination fee applies for this stage of the application to cover the administrative costs including examination and moderation costs. 
After successfully completing the prescribed examination, the Candidate will receive an application form for registration as a GISc Practitioner in the relevant category including certificates to be completed in the presence of a Commissioner of Oaths / Justice of Peace. As soon as the application complies with all the requirements including registration fee, the candidate’s name will be entered into the register as a GISc Practitioner in the category applied for. 

A person registered in one of GISc categories may describe him or herself as such, and use the following appropriate letters after their name:

PGP for Professional GISc Practitioner

TGP for GISc Technologist and

TcGP for GISc Technician 

 It is important to note that a GISc Technician in terms of legislation may only work under the personal supervision of a suitably qualified person.
A GISc Technologist may work unsupervised and is deemed as suitably qualified to mentor and supervise the work of a GISc Technician and if authorised mentor and train Candidate GISc Technologists and Candidate Professional GISc Practitioners.

A Professional GISc Practitioner work unsupervised and is deemed as suitably qualified and competent to mentor and supervise the work of a GISc Technician and GISc Technologist, including Candidate Professional GISc Practitioners.

3.2 Requirements

A certified copy of the appropriate qualification(s) or equivalent qualification(s) recognised by the statutory body,

A certificate signed by a person approved by the statutory body as suitably qualified confirming that the WIL of the candidate meet all the requirements contained in the Notes for Guidance.
A certificate confirming the passing of the prescribed law examination.
The relevant application form and certificates completed in the presence of a Commissioner of Oaths / Justice of Peace.

Payment of the relevant registration fee.

3.3 Procedure

An application form to register as a GISc Technician, GISc Technologist or Professional GISc Practitioner must be submitted to the Office of the Registrar of the statutory/professional body with the prescribed application fee.

The secretariat arrange for the application to be scrutinized including qualifications and WIL of the candidate for appropriateness and completeness.

Should the application be accepted a practical test on any one, or a combination of the following aspects may be set:

Data capture

Database design

Data manipulation

Spatial analysis

Cartographic design

Map production

Spatial information presentation

Project management

The applicant will be notified by the secretariat of the exact task and requirements for a practical test and will be given supporting data and documentation where relevant.

The practical test, which typically takes two weeks to complete, must be finalised within three months and all records and reports returned to the secretariat who will submit it for assessment.

Applicants who have applied for registration in the professional category will be required to submit in addition to the completion of the practical task an essay of approximately 1500 words on professionalism and ethics with special reference to the registration and practice of GISc and the laws and organisations responsible. 
The candidate may make use of any reliable sources, but they should be fully referenced using the Harvard referencing style.
If considered necessary, the applicant may be notified of the date, time and place of an interview for evaluation by the appointed evaluation panel.

The secretariat notifies the applicant of the outcome of the practical test and interview and invites the applicant to apply [in writing] together with the examination fee to sit the next available Law examination. He or she will be advised of a venue and after the examination sent a notification of success or failure. If successful the candidate’s name will be entered into the relevant register for that category and the person will be registered as soon as the requisite Oath/Affirmation form has been submitted and the registration fee has been paid. The applicant will receive a certificate confirming registration and the category of registration i.e. technician, technologist or professional.
If the application is not successful, the candidate may re-apply, but only after the passage of six months.  New application fees are payable.
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